CHAPTER XVI
rida Quii mirza's invasion of turkistan :
ibrahim khan's last campaign
while Nadir was absent on his Afghan and Indian campaigns, several
events of importance occurred in Khurasan, Turkistan, Adharbaijan and
the Persian Gulf.
As already mentioned,1 Nadir had, just before his coronation in March,
1736, appointed his eldest son Rida Quii Mirza Governor of Khurasan,
and had ordered him to go to Andkhud and punish its contumacious
Governor, * AH Mardan Khan Afshar. Rida Quii duly went to Mashhad
in the spring of 1736, but he did not set out for Andkhud for another
twelve months, presumably because his troops at first were insufficiently
trained. In the meantime he had received orders from Nadir to go on
from Andkhud to Balkh, as the Governor of the latter place, Abu'l-$asaa
Khan by name, had also rebelled.2
When Rida Quii left Mashhad on this expedition, he was accompanied
by Tahmasp Khan Jalayir in whom Nadir, in view of his son's youth
(he was then only seventeen) and impetuous nature, had vested control
of the military operations8 : Baba Khan Chaushlu, another commander
of high rank, accompanied the expedition. At Maruchaq the prince's
forces were strengthened by the arrival of a contingent from Herat.
When Rida Quli's army arrived at Andkhud, some of the local Afshars
deserted the Governor, 'AH Mardan Khan, although he belonged to their
tribe, but he managed nevertheless to resist for nearly six weeks before
being obliged to surrender.4 After appointing a new Governor in place
of 'AH Mardan (who was sent to Herat and executed there), and having
subjugated the Chachaktu and Shibarqan (Marco Polo's " Sapurgan '*
districts, Rida Quii and Ms army advanced on Balkh. Having defeated
an Ozbeg force near Aghcha and taken that town, the army went on
towards Balkh, the outskirts of which it reached on the 3rd Rabi* I (ist
July, I737).5 Abu'l-pasan, the Governor, who was a degenerate descen-
*See p. 102 above.	*K.N., p. 226.
*	According to Muhammad Ka?im (K.N., p. 197), Nadir sent these orders to Rida Qoli at
the time when he was leaving Isfahan for Qandahar.
4 K.N., pp. 197-201. Mirza Mahdi (T.N., p. 183} states that the town surrendered after a siege
of no more than three days; as Muhammad Kajira's account of fofa campaign is so much
fuller and is so obviously based on a far better knowledge of the facts, I have no hesitation
in following his version rather than that of Mirza Mahdi whenever there is any divergence
between the two.
•	T.N., p. 182.
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